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 1 

Present Members:  Jenny Garneau, Jennifer Iller, Timothy Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Student 2 

Council Representative Joseph Zieff  3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria. Tim Lepore made a 5 

motion to approve the agenda, Jennifer Iller seconded, and it was approved unanimously. 6 

 7 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 8 

School Presentation – CPS – Stock Market Game 9 
In 1977 the Stock Market Game program burst onto the educational scene to improve the learning 10 

experience in classrooms all across the nation.  The program has recently been introduced, with great 11 

success, to CPS during Smart Block as an enrichment option.  Twenty students from CPS participated, 12 

and Principal Scott Meadows was proud to introduce 6
th

 Grade Math teacher, Anne Marie Mullin, and 13 

two CPS students, Amelia Murphy and Mariel Jelleme. These two young ladies won 1
st
 place out of 14 

30,000 students/495 participating teams for 2012.  Each team was given a virtual cash account of 15 

$100,000 dollars that they could invest in any way they chose using funds from the NYSE, NASDAQ, 16 

and AMEX exchanges.  Students did their own research and these two students won because they had a 17 

60% return on their money, the highest score for Middle School aged children for the entire year.  18 

Studies have shown this program reinforces the essential skills and concepts of critical thinking, decision 19 

making, cooperation and communication, independent research and saving and investing while 20 

simultaneously correlating to national and state educational standards.  Tim Lepore asked the students 21 

how much research they did in choosing a particular stock. They replied they did a lot for some, some 22 

they just knew, some they learned from advertisements and some they just liked.  Superintendent Cozort 23 

was curious if they did it all over again, what would they do differently, to which they answered, “We 24 

would have invested in Apple!” 25 

 26 

Guidance Presentation 27 
Guidance Department members present were Cathy Lepore, Jenn Psaradelis, Lisa Hood and Julie 28 

Kingston. Mrs. Lepore began by outlining the High School responsibilities and touched a bit on what 29 

were district-wide responsibilities. In addition to many general district responsibilities each school’s 30 

Guidance department determined what initiatives, based on the MASCA model’s three domains 31 

(Academic, Person/Social and Career), they would cover.  At the high school level there was a 32 

reorganization of the department which reinstated a third fulltime guidance position. The Guidance 33 

Counselor position was primarily to work with incoming freshman and the transition associated with 8-34 

9
th

 grade. Mrs. Lepore shared that with new State expectations, Guidance is far more data-driven than in 35 

the past.  This requires a great deal of time on data input.    The High School offered approximately 8 36 

new programs, from sponsoring a financial aid program to workshops focusing on academic and social 37 

issues, coordinating course selection and scheduling, and working with an enormous Scholarship 38 

Program.  At the Middle School level, although academic growth and career growth are important, the 39 

personal and social components need particular attention during this developmental age.  A new program 40 

called “Why Try” was introduced, focusing on the Personal and Social skills to reinforce basic 41 

social/emotional skills and also new to CPS is the PBIS systems (presented at the previous School 42 

Committee meeting), already in the implementation stages.  Next year CPS is planning on administering 43 

a career inventory to identify individual interests.  There was also a Social Worker, Julie Kingston, hired 44 

for grades 6-12, who has immersed herself by forging relationships with students, families and staff.  She 45 

has been very pleased with the “system” and feels that her job is to promote success by building on  46 
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strengths and does this with therapy, intervention, home visits, referrals, etc. Mrs. Kingston noted she is 48 

pleased with the revision of the crisis intervention protocol, feeling that it is more flexible and responsive 49 

to students’ needs.  Jenny Garneau noted that this was possible as time has passed from the initial need 50 

based on events four years ago. David Siegel, Social Worker at NES, added that the system approach is 51 

more “real time” now which makes a more proactive and preventative way to handle situations as they 52 

arise.  Lisa Hood jumped in to give the overview of NES guidance responsibilities, pointing out that they 53 

focus on having students “Connected and Respected.”  She added that 504 Plans are all now entered 54 

electronically, and that the department has alternated classroom-based instruction (CBI) with small 55 

groups meeting weekly.  They also have contributed to the NES newsletter, held a food drive, taken a 56 

refresher Bullying course, among a few other things.  Mrs. Murphy asked if the MASCA model ever is 57 

completed, to which the general answer was yes, and that each Guidance department can establish their 58 

own focus and reassess as they feel it is warranted. 59 

 60 

Annual Technology Report – Karen McGonigle 61 
Director of Technology, Karen McGonigle presented the Annual Technology Department Report, with 62 

the department goal of providing the technology infrastructure and administrative and classroom tools to 63 

enrich the experience of our students.  She broke down the presentation by Educational technology:  64 

SMARTboards, document cameras, netbook mobile lab at CPS, Google Aps for Education, and Mobile 65 

devices like ipads, kindles, nooks, etc, and traditional tools such as laptops, desktops and projectors…and 66 

how these are applied in each classroom, district wide.  Mrs. McGonigle continued with a brief review of 67 

the hardware inventory, discussed Professional Development and the DESE Data Collection. She also 68 

pointed out that mobile technology is rapidly growing in public schools, and that it is imperative to learn 69 

the most successful ways to incorporate this growing trend while at the same time balancing the constant 70 

connectedness, i.e. we still need to teach with pencils, pens, paintbrushes and clay, et.al.  Mrs. 71 

McGonigle shared some examples of how district teachers are using technology in the classroom and 72 

School Committee members were impressed. Jennifer Iller asked how is it decided where equipment 73 

goes, and Mrs. McGonigle responded that it is a joint decision with the building administration.  74 

Ultimately, the idea is to the place it where the equipment or tool can be used in the most effective and 75 

maximized application. 76 

 77 

Comments from the Public  78 
Andrew McCandless asked if Google Apps will replace Study Island or Quizlets.  Mrs. McGonigle 79 

answered she did not think so, that these applications support curriculum and stand on their own. 80 

 81 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 82 
The high school requested acceptance of a donation from Ohiopyle Prints, Inc. Jenny Garneau stated the 83 

motion made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Melissa Murphy and unanimously approved: 84 
 85 
“…the Nantucket School Committee:  accepts the $32.83 donation on behalf of NHS and 86 

authorizes school administration to take all necessary and ususal steps to effect proper 87 
accounting, bookkeeping and expenditure of the donation.” 88 

 89 

The Elementary School requested acceptance of a donation for the creation and installation of a wooden 90 

sign carved by Nantucket Carving & Folk, Art. Jenny Garneau stated the motion made by Tim Lepore, 91 

seconded by Melissa Murphy and unanimously approved: 92 

 93 
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“The Nantucket School Committee accepts the generous, private donations for the NES 95 

sign, agrees to the stated donation conditions, authorizes their designee, the School 96 

Superintendent, to execute the donation letter agreement, and authorizes school 97 

administration to take all necessary and usual steps to effect proper accounting, 98 

bookkeeping and expenditure of the donation, including, but not limited to, the return 99 

of any unexpended donation funds upon project completion to the private donor.” 100 
 101 

Superintendent Cozort asked that the School Committee approve the purchase of the modular classroom 102 

at NES.  He explained that the District has rented this structure at a yearly cost of $18,000 and that with 103 

the continued enrollment at NES it is clear we will need this space well into the future.  A motion was 104 

duly made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Melissa Mruphy, and approved by all. 105 

 106 

A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jennifer Iller.  107 

The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 108 

 109 
A motion to approve the minutes of May 15, 2012, was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Jen Iller 110 

and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 111 

 112 

Superintendent’s Report 113 

Enrollment 114 
Five more students have come into the system, not a significant change, but the trend continues upward.  115 

We are still up by 50 students over last year.  We continue to be concerned with the numbers of the 116 

incoming kindergarten group and may need to move a pre-school teacher to that grade level to allow for 117 

six sections, as we had discussed during budget preparation. 118 

 119 

Horizon – Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting which include: 120 

Community School Update, Food Service Annual Report, Athletics Annual Report, and Wellness 121 

Update.  It was agreed to eliminate the July 3
rd

 meeting, and hold one meeting in July on the 17
th

. 122 

 123 

Sub-Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements: 124 
JoJo Zieff, Student Council Representative shared that new elections brought new faces, and he feels the 125 

energy is there.  T-shirts are coming and Fall Field Day is in the works. 126 

 127 

Superintendent Cozort commented on how well attended Academic Awards were on Monday night, and 128 

congratulated Joseph Zieff on garnering a few himself.  He also congratulated Girls Softball and 129 

Lacrosse and Boys Baseball for making it to the playoffs.  Finally, a mention made about all the exciting 130 

events taking place during the next few days, NGCF Excellence in Teaching award, Senior Ball, 131 

Baccalaureate, and Graduation. 132 

 133 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa 134 

Murphy, the motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 135 

 136 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM 137 

Respectfully submitted, 138 

Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  139 


